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PUBLISHING

The Book Publishing and Analysis of Modern Peking University
Library*
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University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai 200093, China

The paper is based on literature search, introducing and analyzing the book publishing situation of modern Peking
University Library from the perspective of the publisher being Peking University Library and its predecessor. It is
pointed out that the majority of the book printing methods published by the modern Peking University Library are
lead printing, and among the types of Chinese library classification, catalogue of library collections is the most

common.
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The predecessor of the Peking University Library was the book-storage building of Peking Imperial
University (5% k225 5 15#%). The book-storage building of Imperial University was established in parallel
with the University, which was founded in July 1898. Its first supervisor was Li Zhaowei (Z=Bf )i, 1836-?, the
other name is Lichen/#[, and the alias is Lichun/@zE), the transfer officer (321E) (equivalent to the
librarian). The first collection of nearly 50,000 volumes was basically destroyed in the Boxer Incident of 1900
(Yao, 2013). In October 1902, the Imperial University was restored after the disaster and a library building was
rebuilt, collecting the old books of Confucian classics, local literature and some newly purchased Chinese and
foreign old and new classics from the official bookstores of Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Hubei, Hubei, Guangdong,
Jiangxi, Hunan, etc. In January 1904, the book-storage building should be renamed the library in accordance
with “Presented University Regulation”( (Z3& K% 5 F ) ), but still use the name of the book-storage
building, that is, “in the building’s forehead, the name of the book-storage building is still used, and in the
regulation is labeled library”.(Peking Imperial University, 1993) The supervisor in charge of the library
building was renamed “library manager”. In May 1912, the Peking Imperial University was renamed Peking
University and its library was renamed Peking University Book Department. In December 1930, Peking
University Book Department was officially called Peking University Library. Many libraries in modern China
took publishing books as one of their business and the Peking University Library was no exception.
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Relevant Concept Definition and Literature Sources

The “modern times” in this paper starts from the construction of the Peking Imperial University Library to
the the founding of the People’s Republic of China from 1898 to 1949. The main sources of literature
information searched are basically the same as those in my paper “The Publishing of Books in Modern Chinese
Libraries from the Perspective of Literature Statistics” ( ¢ M\SCik Gt & H E A FIE R B ARD )
(published in Journal of Academic Libraries/ { XK= E41E =) , Volume 35, Issue 1, 2017), which includes
the OPAC System of National Library, General Bibliography of the Republic of China ( ( REFILABH) |
published by Bibliographic Literature Publishing House from 1986 to 1996), the CALIS’s OPAC System,
“General Library of the Republic of China Period - Republic of China Book Databas” constructed by National
Library of China Publishing House, National Public Library Microfilm Literature Joint Catalogue (part of
Republic of China) ( {4 Bl A SLE BB 4a HOCHRERA H sk (FRE %)) , 18 volumes in total), Joint Catalogue of
Historical Literature in the Anti-Japanese War Rear Area of China ( {4 E 4% K5 77 7 S SCHRER & H %) ),
published by Chongging Publishing House in 2011), the CADAL digital library, the book channel of “Duxiu
Database”, etc. (Wang X., 2017), combined with relevant information from the “University Ancient Literature
Resource Database of Xueyuanjigu” and “Confucius Old Book Network”.

Search Results

By searching the relevant literature sources, there are at least 18 kinds of books published by the Peking
University Library and its predecessors (including the book-storage building of Peking Imperial University and
the Peking University’s Book Department), as detailed in Table 1.

Table 1
List of Books Whose Publishers are Indicated as Peking University Library and Its Predecessors
Printin Date of | Chinese
g Title Author Name of publisher | first library
method - L
edition classification
- . Book-storage Catalogue of
woodblock | Bibliography of - Peking |~ 1 v\ i Zhaowei | building of Peking | 1899.5 library
printing Imperial University . Lo .
Imperial University collections
. . . Book-storage Catalogue of
mimeograph Chlne.se Boqk Lls.t of Peking Wang Songxi building of Peking | 1910.4 library

Imperial University . N .

Imperial University collections

National Peking Unlve!'s-lty National Peking . L Catalogue of

. . Book Department Classified . Peking  University .
not in detail . University Book 1915 library
Bibliography of Western Book Department .
Department collections

Books

National Peking University | National Peking Peking  Universit Catalogue  of
mimeograph | Book Department Chujieshu | University Book 9 y 1917.3 library

Book Department .

Caomu Department collections
type\{vrlter Roster of All Students P(_eklng University nglng University 1917.9 Education
printing Library Library

. A . . A Catalogue of
mimeograph P_ekl_ng UnlverS|t_y Chinese Zhang Ximan Peking  University 1920 library

bibliography continued Book Department .

collections
lead printing | Catalog of Government | National Peking | Peking University | 1926.6 Catalogue of
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Publications in National | University Book | Book Department library
Peking  University Book | Department collections
Department
Peking University Library | National Peking . . Catalogue  of
mimeograph | Chinese Catalog | University Book Peking _ University 1912-1927 library
- Book Department .
(Bibliography) Department collections
. Peking University Library Nat_lona! Peking Peking  University C_:atalogue of
mimeograph University Book 1930 library
Cangshu Caomu Book Department .
Department collections
National Peking University | National Peking . L Catalogue of
- L Peking  University .
lead printing | Book Department Cangshu | University Book 1930 library
Book Department .
Caomu Department collections
- Overview of the National | National Peking | Peking University Library
lead printing Peking University Library University Library Library 1935 management
- National Peking University | National Peking | Peking University Library
lead printing Library Staff Record University Library Library 1939.11 management
Overview of the National . . . A .
lead printing | Peking University Library thii?er:::t Libr:rekmg Eflb(r':? University 1940.6 rI::r:Zr);ment
and Faculty Libraries y y y 9
The Chronicle of Tang’s . . . .
lead printing | Meng Jiao(One volume, one | Hua Chenzhi nglng University 1940.7 B_lography/
. Library Literature
appendix)
written by  Zhou
. Murun(Qing D.), | Peking University Language and
h h K . . . 1942. L
photocopy Shuowen Kuiguan copied by  Qian | Library 942.5 writing
Xuantong
. . L . L Catalogue of
lead printing Rare pook_s of Peking P<_ak|ng University P(_aklng University 1948.12 library
University Library Library Library collections
New Bibliography  of
. C_hlr!ese and We§tern National Peking | Peking University (?atalogue of
lead printing | Bibliography from National University Librar Librar 1949 library
Peking University Y y Y collections
Library(1-3 volumes)
. Nayonal Peking University National Peking | Peking University (.Jatalogue of
mimeograph | Chinese and  Japanese S - 1912-1949 library
- University Library Library .
Bibliography collections

Results-based Analysis

From Table 1, it can be seen that 15 kinds of books related to library or library science were published by
Peking University Library and its predecessors, accounting for 83.3%. According to Chinese library
classification, they belong to the “Catalog of Library Collections” or “Library Management”. There are only
three other types of books, namely, the “Education’ book: Roster of All Students ( {41244 /i) ) published
in September 1917, the “History” or “Literature” book: The Chronicle of Tang’s Meng Jiao ( {J# #5BERE) )
published in July 1940, and “Language and Writing” book: Shuowen Kuiguan ({1} 3 %% )) photocopied and
published in May 1942.

Among the books of the “Catalogue of library collections”, there are comprehensive catalogues,

specialized catalogues, and rare editions catalogues. The comprehensive catalogue includes Bibliography of
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Peking Imperial Universit, Chinese Book List of Peking Imperial University, National Peking University Book
Department Chujieshu Caomu, National Peking University Book Department Cangshu Caomu, New
Bibliography of Chinese and Western Bibliography from National Peking University Library (volumes 1-3).
The specialized catalogue includes National Peking University Book Department Classified Bibliography of
Western Books, Catalogue of Government Publications in the Library of National Peking University, and
catalogue of good books is List of Rare books in Peking University Library.

Roster of All Students is a non-publishable typewriter edition compiled by Peking University Library. The
Chronicle of Tang s Meng Jiao was originally a graduation thesis written by Hua Chenzhi (1914-2002, with the
given name Xun) in 1937 in the Department of Chinese Literature at Tsinghua University. The article is diverse
in its material selection and flexible in its research methods. It cites over 120 types of literature and has
received high praise from his mentor Wen Yiduo: “Our department has worked hard in all previous graduation
theses, and we should take this as our top priority (Chenzhi, 1987).” The Chronicle of Tang’s Meng Jiao is a
lead-printed single-volume book published by the Peking University Library in 1940 after several revisions on
the basis of Hua Chenzhi’s graduation thesis, which was published by the Peking University Library in the
fallen area. The original author of Shuowen Kuiguan was Zhou Murun (1810-?, with the courtesy name Wenzhi
and style Keting) from the Qing Dynasty. In 1912, Qian Xuantong (1887-1939, formerly known as Qian Xia,
with the courtesy name Degian and style YiGu), who worked at the Hangzhou Education Bureau and later
served as a professor of philology at Peking University, copied the book and later stored it in the Zhejiang
Library. In 1942, to commemorate the third anniversary of Qian Xuantong’s death, the Peking University
Library in the occupied area photocopied the manuscript.

Conclusion

The books published by Peking University Library in modern times were printed using methods such as
woodblock, lead printing, mimeograph, photocopying, etc. The vast majority of them were printed using lead
printing, which is consistent with the use of lead printing in modern times, especially during the Republican era.
Chinese library classification includes library collection catalogue, library management, literature, language
and writing, etc. Among all of them, the library collection catalogue is the most common and all are the
bibliographies of various types of books compiled by the school library, which is consistent with the main
service function of the library.
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